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What is a chicken feeder
shelter and why do you need
it?
Making sure that your chickens always have a supply of
fresh food is important. Keeping the food dry yet making
it easily accessible can be challenging, especially if you
have an open feeder.
Building a shelter to cover the feeder is a great way to
ensure that you won’t be stuck cleaning clumps of wet
food out of a feeder. There are commercial solutions
available, but some of them can be a bit pricey when
compared to a DIY project. And building your own is
pretty simple.
In this guide I have broken down the materials, tools
and steps you will need to construct your own shelter.

There are only a few tools that are really necessary, and
chances are that if you do any kind of building or home
repair, you already have them.
I am going to break down the construction into 4 parts:
measuring/cutting, assembly of the frame, attaching the
roof, and finishing.

Tools Needed for Measuring
and Cutting:
To measure and cut your lumber for the frame you will
need:
a tape measure
a marking pencil or pen
a saw to cut the lumber to the appropriate length

Always wear safety glasses when
cutting, drilling or fastening!!

Tools Needed for Assembly:
For the assembly phase of construction you
will need:
a power drill
1/8" drill bit
a #2 Phillips driver bit

Notes on Saws:
There are a few different
types of saws you can
use. Of course the
powered miter saw will be
the quickest option, but
you could also use a hand
saw and miter box or a
circular saw or any other
saw that can make
accurate 90° and 45° cuts
on 2”x2”x8’ lumber.

Notes on Assembly
Tools:
You can use an impact
driver to hold your driver bit
but it isn’t necessary

Tools Needed for the Roof
Phase:

Notes on Roof Tools:

Optionally, you can use a
7/64” drill bit if you have
a measuring device
thick roofing or sheet
a straight edge (you could use a piece of lumber or a metal and a center punch
yard stick just as easily)
if you are having trouble
a pencil or marker
getting the screws or drill
a pair of tin snips
started. You can also use
gloves to protect your hands while cutting sheet metal a fine metal file to
a drill or impact driver
smooth any rough edges
on the sheet metal or
roofing.

Notes on Finishing
Phase Tools:

Tools Needed for the Finishing
Phase:
a measuring device
nitrile or latex gloves
a 2 or 3” finishing brush or sponge or a clean dry rag
to apply the stain

Always read and go by
the
directions
for
application for whatever
finish you choose to use.
If you want a smoother
finish, you could also use
some sand paper or a
finish sander. Those
really aren’t necessary,
especially if you are
looking for utility first and
foremost.

Materials List:
4- 2x2”x8’ pine or cedar board.
2” and 2.5” exterior grade or deck screws
1” lath screws
2 pieces 17.5"x28" corrugated metal roof panel or
sheet metal-use galvanized steel or aluminum to
prevent rusting
a piece of metal drip edge 25” long
exterior sealer, stain, or paint in the color of your
choice –feel free to get creative here. If you are
using cedar, you can even just let it naturally
weather.

Notes on materials:
Cut 2x2” lumber is planed
to 1 ¾” square, so this
size is what I used, and
the measurements are
according to this size.
If you decide to make the
feeder taller, you will
need to adjust the
amount
of
materials
according to the length of
the vertical pieces.

Cutting the Materials
1. Cut the first board into 4- 24" pieces using your
saw. These will be the corner posts.
2. Cut the second board into 4- 24" pieces at 45
degree angles. You should make the angled cuts in
the opposite direction from one another so that there
is one that is 24" and one that is 20.5". These are the
base pieces.
3. Cut 2- 24" pieces and 2- 20.5" pieces out of the
third board. These are the pieces that will make up
the top.
4. Cut 4- 17.5" pieces at 45 degree angles similarly to
the pieces for the base and 1- 20.5" piece out of the
last board. These are the pieces for the peaked roof.

Assembly of Frame:
5. Assemble the top frame of the structure by putting
the 2- 20.5" boards perpendicular to the 24” boards
you cut in step 3. Screw the boards together through
the 24” boards into the ends of the 20.5” boards. Use
2.5” screws and pre-drill using the ⅛” drill bit. The
frame should measure 24”x24” and the angles should
be 90 degrees.

Notes on Pre-Drilling
It is important to pre-drill
the holes for the screws
to prevent the wood from
splitting.
(a:)

6. Assemble the rooftop by either clamping or holding
2- 17.5” pieces with the cut ends adjoining at 90
degrees from each other and at 45 degrees from the
top frame. Screw the pieces on using 2” screws (a:).
Use 2” screws to fasten the adjoining pieces at the
peak of the roof (b:). Screw the remaining 20.5” board
between the sloped roof you have just created using
2.5” screws (c:). Make sure the screws aren’t hitting
the screws you already put in.
(c:)
(b:)

7. Placing the roof structure on its side, start fastening
the posts onto the roof structure. Be mindful of where
you place screws as you will need to screw from both
sides to give it strength.

8. Attach the bottom frame pieces to the posts by
putting them under the structure while it is on its side
and screwing straight down. Again, be mindful of
where you place the screws. You will need to alternate
so you can use additional screws. You can line up the
short cut ends with the corners of the posts. Once you
get one in place, the rest should be pretty easy to line Notes on Assembly:
up. Use 2.5” screws for this step.
Use one of the leftover
pieces of lumber to prop
up one post at a time as
the structure is on its side.
This will make it easier to
get the screws in straight.
Use the 2.5” screws for
this step.

Applying Finish:
9. Turn the feeder frame upright. Wipe any loose
particles, sawdust or other dust off of the structure to
prepare it for finish. At this point you can either use the
finish that you selected, or if it is cedar and you want to
let it naturally weather, proceed to the next step.

Notes on Finishing:
Always apply the finish
according to the instructions
on the container. There are
many types and some of
them
have
special
instructions and warnings.

Cutting Roofing

10. Using tin snips, cut the roof pieces. They should
be 28” wide and at least 17.5” long, longer if you want
overhang. If you are using corrugated roofing, make
sure the corrugations are running parallel with the
short side. You may file the edges smooth if there are
jagged edges.

Be sure to wear gloves when
handling sheet metal with
sharp edges!!

Fastening Roof
11. For the side edges of the roof, start at the top and
bend the edges over securing them with lath screws.
If you want a smooth transition, bend them so there is
a more rounded bend and don’t screw the screws in
all the way. Use as many screws as you need.

Notes on Starting
Screws:
Use a center-punch and/or
pre-drill if having difficulty
starting screws.

Notes on Roof
Assembly:
Don’t drive the screws in
too tight. You want the
corrugated metal roofing to
keep its shape.

12. Cut the drip edge using the tin snips. This will be
screwed on the ridge of the roof peak. It should be
25” long so you can bend the edges over to prevent
sharp edges. Use a pair of pliers to bend ½” of metal
under on each end of the strip.
13. Fasten the drip edge along the ridge of the roof.
Use care that you don’t drive the screws in too far or
you will crush the corrugated metal.

Once you have installed the drip edge as the cap for
the roof, you have completed your project and now
can place it outside and no longer have to worry
about wet messy chicken feed!

Notes on Fastening
Drip Edge:
When fastening the drip
edge, it helps to do one
whole side first and then
the other and alternate
screws across from one
another.

